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Curious Climate Schools (CCS) is a climate literacy project 
for kids from Grades 5-12. 

Students’ questions are answered by climate experts. 

CCS has worked with over 1300 students to date to inform 
and engage them on climate change

…..and even to inspire them to understand their role in 
solutions. 



Why climate literacy?

Climate literacy: “an understanding of your influence 
on climate and climate’s influence on you and society” 
(United States Global Change Research Program, 2009, 
p. 4). 

Climate literacy is essential for climate “concern” (Guy 
et al., 2014; Stoutenborough & Vedlitz, 2014)

“Concern” is precursor to climate action.



Climate literacy is still not high in Australia

Ipsos poll (1014
Australians)
December 2019

Q: What causes
current climate
change?



curiousclimate.org.au/schools
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Pedagogical principles:

1. Participatory, student-led inquiry
2. Holistic approach to climate literacy
3. Acknowledging feelings
4. Empowering individual and system 
change
5. Being part of a global conversation

(Kelly et al. forthcoming 2023)





In 2021: 28 classes from around 
Tasmania brainstormed questions 
and voted on 280 ‘must ask’ 
questions.

In 2022: we have been sent 210 new 
questions by 21 classes.



• 22% asked ‘What can we do?’

• 15% asked for predictions of future 
climate impacts.

• 9% asked about responsibility for 
climate change and climate action.

• 7% asked if it is too late to go back to 
the way things were.

Key themes in students’ 
questions (2021) 



Is it too late to 

stop climate 

change?

Can we stop 
climate 
change or is it 
too late?

How long do 
we have to fix 
climate 
change before 
it's too late?

How long do we 
have to solve 
climate change 
before it is too 
late?

Is it 

too 

late?

Can climate change 
be reversed and go 
back to the way it 
was?

How long do we 
have left before 
it is irreversible?

If we act fast 

enough can 

climate change 

be completely 

reversed?

If we can stop/reverse 

it, would we be able to 

completely heal the 

damage that has been 

done?

Is it possible to reverse the 
damage caused by climate 
change?

What changes that have 

occurred are irreversible, 

and what changes are 

happening/will happen that 

cannot be reversed?

What effects/impacts of 
climate change are now 
irreversible or is climate 
change reversible?

When will 
climate 
change be 
irreversible?

Is it possible to 
reverse the effects 
of climate change?

How long will we be able to 
survive on our planet if we do 
nothing to try to slow 
down/reverse climate change?

How long do you think 

with the way things 

are going right now 

before Earth becomes 

unliveable for humans?

How much longer is it 
estimated until climate 
change destroys the 
world?

How much 
time do we 
have to stop 
climate 
change?

If nothing 

changes, how 

long do we 

have?



Supporting children and teachers

N %



Expert answers



Questions?

gabi.mocatta@utas.edu.au

curiousclimate.org.au/schools

mailto:Gabi.mocatta@utas.edu.au
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